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Portfolio by Quianna Canada 

L’ÉQUIPE D’ALEXANDRIE 

I chose L’équipe d’Alexandrie as my client because courts and 
tribunals are excluding safe country nationals from refugee protection. 
Despite the persecution and suffering these applicants have experienced 
in their home country, courts and tribunals are investing attention on 
trivial matters, like prior criminal offenses, the political reputation of 
the government, and the nationality of the applicant. L’équipe 
d’Alexandrie was created to confront this issue.. 
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Jean Dupond, Public Relations Manager 
L’équipe d’Alexandrie 
(: +33180272002 
*: jean.dupond@alexandrie.org 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
 
 

DEMOCRACY ON TRIAL 
L’équipe d’Alexandrie Challenges the Political Asylum Opinion  

 
 
PARIS, FRANCE (September 14, 2020): L’équipe d’Alexandrie today announced it will represent 
clients fleeing democratic states. Its #fortheseeker campaign calls on human rights tribunals and 
courts to revisit the ‘safe country’ concept, a provision enshrined in human rights law that is regularly 
used to exclude applicants from countries as South Africa and the United States.  
 
“The existence of domestic laws guaranteeing respect for fundamental rights are not in themselves 
sufficient to ensure adequate protection against ill-treatment,” says Jeanne Dupond, Founder and 
CEO, quoting the landmark 2008 European Court of Human Rights case, Saadi v. Italy. 
 
According to a Pew Research poll, 73 percent of applicants from democratic states had a well-
founded fear of persecution. The poll also showed of those applicants, 71.3 percent were denied an 
effective remedy before tribunals and courts.  
 
No provision in the 1951 Refugee Convention excludes on the basis of nationality. In fact, European 
Union law makes clear that a claim cannot be rejected based on the safe country concept alone. The 
organization’s intake process begins on September 21, 2020. 
  
L’équipe d’Alexandrie is a boutique asylum firm that represents political activists. For more 
information about its #fortheseeker campaign, contact Jean Dupond at +33180272002 or visit 
www.alexandrie.org/for-the-seeker-campaign.  
 
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 

Quianna S. Canada | October 2020 

4 

 
Jean Dupond, Public Relations Manager 
L’équipe d’Alexandrie 
(: +33180272002 
*: jean.dupond@alexandrie.org 
 

 
 

MEDIA ADVISORY  
Sept. 25 Symposium to Address Protection for Safe Country Nationals 

 
 

WHAT: On September 25, founder of L’équipe d’Alexandrie, Jeanne Dupond, will hold 
a symposium at Paris City Council to address protection for safe country 
nationals. Dupond will be joined by Protection 4 All founder, Clara Johnson. 
Within the last four years, the number of foreign nationals that have fled 
democratic states have increased from 26 percent to 63 percent. Johnson 
contends the increase is due in part to a state’s disregard of discrimination, 
racism, and hate crime complaints, all which could trigger a viable claim of 
persecution. Dupond will illustrate why laws are not sufficient to show that a 
state has taken reasonable measures to prevent ill-treatment. 
 
 

WHO: Founder and CEO of L’équipe d’Alexandrie, Jeanne Dupond, and Protection 4 
All founder, Clara Johnson. 
 

WHEN: September 25, 2020 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 

WHERE: Paris City Council 
Room 203 
2000 W. Rue Servant, 0000-000 
 

WHY: An applicant’s access to the courts does not necessarily mean they have access 
to justice. An increasing number of applicants who do not have access to 
redress file asylum claims. In 2019, the European Union announced that nearly 
10,000 foreign nationals from democratic states had claimed asylum during the 
first 8 months of the year. Though the number of asylum seekers in August 
2017 was 7,454, it had surged to 8,566 in June 2018.  
 
Following the conference, participants will have the opportunity to share their 
experiences on the topic and to ask the panel questions. 
 

HOW: For interviews or additional information about the #fortheseeker campaign, 
please contact Jean Dupond at +33180272002, or send an email to 
jean.dupond@alexandrie.org.   

 
 

### 
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C O M P A N Y  P R O F I L E  
 

Background: L’équipe d’Alexandrie is a boutique human rights firm. The name 
Alexandrie is of French origin and means ‘defender of mankind.’ 
 

Mission: Our mission is to improve the lives of asylum-seekers from democratic 
nations by giving them a voice, protecting their human rights in the 
appellate courts, and ensuring they are not expelled to a state where their 
fundamental rights would be breached. 
 

Founded: Established in 2020, L’équipe d’Alexandrie was founded by human rights 
specialist, Jeanne Dupond, a former asylum-seeker. 
 

Service Area: L’équipe d’Alexandrie serves all 20 administrative arrondissements (i.e., 
districts) in Paris. 
 

Headquarters: 17 Rue Saint-Fiacre  
Paris, France 75002  
 
(: +33180272000 (main) 
(: +33180272001 (fax) 

* info@alexandrie.org   
8www.alexandrie.org  
 

Officers: Jeanne Dupond 
Dina Mayweather 
Mark Johnston 

Chief Executive Officer, Advocate 
Chief Operation Officer, Associate 
Head Investigator 
 

Services: We are a niche firm specializing in refugee law. We help our clients 
prepare for their asylum interview, establish credibility with the 
immigration authorities, and canvass alternative options to settle in 
France. Our progressive services allow our team of specialists to 
challenge unlawful expulsion orders and to bring complaints before 
international human rights tribunals and courts. 
 

Employees: 7 
 

Media Contacts: Jean Dupond, Public Relations Manager 
(: +33180272002 
*: jean.dupond@alexandrie.org  
 
Adrian Phillips, Assistant 
(: +33180272000 
*: adrian.phillips@alexandrie.org 
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O P I N I O N  E D I T O R I A L  

 
NETHERLANDS’ SHELTER OF ‘SAFE COUNTRY’ 

EXCUSES HAS A LEAKY ROOF 
 
By ADRIAN PHILLIPS 
SEP. 25, 2020 | 9:51 AM 
 

Should Convention refugee status be given to the homeless? Put this question to Dutch mayor, 
Jaap Velema, and you may hear a resounding no. Velema believes asylum-seekers from safe 
countries come to the Netherlands for the allowance and a roof over their heads. Not only is Velema’s 
statement an excuse often used to reject ‘safe country’ nationals (“SCNs”), it also dangerously 
pigeonholes this group of asylum-seekers. 

 
One should note here that many asylum advocates dispute the notion that substantial numbers of 

economic migrants have been using the asylum door as a means of immigration. Destitution and 
homelessness do persuade some people to emigrate. But is destitution the only ground submitted by 
SCNs in an application for asylum? No. It is difficult to believe that most SCNs who flee plutocracies 
are doing so merely to obtain government allowance and to inherit a bed in a foreign country’s 
reception center. 

 
Asylum-seekers in the Netherlands do receive €261.49 a month, however, this amount does not 

cover public transportation or medical costs. While some foreign nationals, like Albanians, are 
persuaded to emigrate for economic purposes, statistics reveal their motive for doing so may be 
justified. The national minimum wage in Albania  remained fixed at €213.50 per month, which is 
approximately €1,470 less than the national minimum wage in the Netherlands (€1,680 per month). 
In 2017, Albanians made the top ten list of nationalities that filed asylum in the Netherlands. At the 
end of 2018, the Netherlands included Albania in  its safe country of origin list.  

 
Even so, Velema fails to point to sources that demonstrate the asylum applications filed by SCNs 

comprised largely of those applications rejected on economic grounds. Even if Velema believed 
SCNs, like some Albanians, submit applications solely for economic reasons (e.g., adequate 
housing), their actions could be justified under international law. According to the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (“ICESCR”), destitution could determine whether 
a country is a safe country for an applicant.  

 
One need only refer to Article 11 of the ICESCR, which specifies the right to adequate housing is 

part of the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living. Rejection of asylum on grounds that 
the Netherlands suspects an applicant has filed their application for the purposes of shelter is a ‘leaky’ 
excuse that does not hold water. It is clear from the observations in the landmark European Court of 
Human Rights case, M.S.S. v. Belgium and Greece, that actions which could result in an applicant’s 
destitution could violate Article 3, which prohibits inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

 
In keeping with the right to adequate housing, the European Committee of Social Rights (“ECSR”) 

found in the case of COHRE v. France, that the evictions of Roma from their dwellings and their 
expulsions from France constituted a breach of Article 31. Article 31 (1)(2) of Part II of the Revised 
European Social Charter provides that:  
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“…the Parties undertake to take measures designed…to promote 
access to housing of an adequate standard [and]…to prevent and 
reduce homelessness with a view to its gradual elimination….” 

 
The Committee further stated that as a social right, the right to adequate housing entails three 

general obligations:  
 

“the obligation to respect the right by not interfering with whatever 
level of housing persons presently enjoy; the obligation to protect 
the right by ensuring that other actors, including non-State actors, 
do not violate the right; and the obligation to fulfil the right by 
providing housing to those unable to provide adequately for 
themselves.” 

 
The Netherlands has an obligation to assess the claims of SCNs on an individual basis, which 

includes taking into account information on whether the applicant has been or may be subject to 
persecution or serious harm. While host countries do not have an absolute obligation to provide 
housing to beneficiaries of international protection, the Netherlands’ plan to discourage SCNs from 
claiming asylum will certainly have a discriminatory effect. The destitution of SCNs, an end product 
that has received mixed reactions, will undeniably violate a number of precedents and international 
instruments should such a plan be implemented.  

 
Take action by signing L’équipe d’Alexandrie’s petition below and let the Netherlands know their 

discriminatory policy violates Article 11 of the ICESCR and Article 31 (1)(2) of Part II of the Revised 
European Social Charter.  

 
 

  
Adrian Phillips is a public relations assistant for the asylum office, L’équipe D’Alexandrie. He can 
be reached at adrian.phillips@alexandrie.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGN NOW 



 

Quianna S. Canada | October 2020 

8 

 
B L O G  P O S T  

 
C A N  P O L I C E  B R U T A L I T Y  C O N S T I T U T E  T O R T U R E ?  

 
By QUIANNA CANADA 
SEP. 27, 2020 | 11:00 PM 
 

Police have a terrifying history of killing Blacks in the United States. That frightening history has 
intensified since the election of President Donald J. Trump and has spearheaded a conversation on 
human rights. While police are necessary to maintain law and order, one could agree that a high 
percentage of Blacks are overly policed, racially profiled, and unlawfully murdered in the United 
States. 

Statistics show police kill Black people at a rate six time higher than they kill white people.1 
Moreover, evidence further shows police killings have wide-ranging effects beyond those killed and 
bereaved. For example, a 2018 study found that the killings had a harmful impact on the mental 
health of the wider U.S. Black population.2 

On the subject of mental health, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the 
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health noted that, “sanctioned 
punishment by States reinforces existing prejudices and legitimizes community violence and police 
brutality directed at affected individuals.”3  

Sanctioned punishment has also been raised by the U.N. Working Group of Experts on People of 
African Descent. The Group was particularly concerned with the “alarming” levels of police brutality 
and excessive use of force by law enforcement officials in the state.4 

Perhaps one should also point out the fact that the HRC commonly recommends to States that its 
law enforcement officers adhere to the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by 
Law Enforcement Officials.5 While these Principles mainly focus on the restriction of lethal force, 

 
1 Marshall, M. (2020). US police kill up to 6 times more black people than white people. New Scientist. 
From: https://www.newscientist.com/article/2246987-us-police-kill-up-to-6-times-more-black-people-than-white-
people/#ixzz6ZH7nABZK 
 
2 Bor, J., Venkataramani, A.S., Williams, D. R., and Tsai, A. C. (2018). Police killings and their spillover effects on the 
mental health of black Americans: a population-based, quasi-experimental study. The Lancet. V: 392, I: 10144. pp. 302-
310. 
 
3 Grover, A. (2010). Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health. U.N. General Assembly. A/HRC/14/20. See § 20, p. 9. From: 
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/14session/A.HRC.14.20.pdf 
 
4 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. (2018). African Americans, Police Use of Force, and Human Rights 
in the United States. p. 60, para. 96. From: http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/PoliceUseOfForceAfrosUSA.pdf 
 
5 UN. (1990). Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials. From: 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/firearms.pdf 
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they also have application to the use of all types of force. For example, Principle 5(a) requires law 
enforcement officials to exercise restraint in the use of force if it is unavoidable, “and act in 
proportion to the seriousness of the offence and the legitimate objective to be achieved.” Under 
Principle 5(b), damage and injury should be minimized, along with loss of life. 

American police seldom follow the UN Basic Principles and are rarely prosecuted when they do 
not. When police are convicted of excessive use of force, they tend to receive much lighter sentences: 
an average of four years in prison, but sometimes as little as weeks.6 

Excessive and unlawful use of force by police officers may constitute torture or cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment,7 where it is intentionally inflicted, or causes severe pain or suffering for the 
purposes of interrogation, punishment or intimidation. 

In Michael Gayle v. Jamaica, the Inter-American Commission held that the brutal beating of 
Gayle by security forces amounted to torture. The record showed that for twelve minutes, Gayle was 
beaten with gun butts, punched, and kicked with military boots. The assaults were so severe that they 
caused his stomach to rupture, resulting in his death two days later. Prior to his death, Gayle did not 
receive prompt medical attention. The autopsy later showed that prompt and proper medical attention 
could have saved his life.8  

The Gayle case is a prime example of a citizen’s human rights being violated, as seen in the George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and other lethal use of force cases in the United States which have spark 
controversy over the years. Its time Americans start calling these killings what they really are: torture. 

Quianna Canada is an intern and an undergraduate from the University of Arizona who is majoring 

in law. She can be reached at intake@alexandrie.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 Id., pp. 65–66, para. 105. 
 
7 CIDT. 
 
8 Supra, footnote 4, pp. 121–122, para. 231. 
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J E A N N E  D U P O N D  S P E E C H  T O  T H E  M E D I A  
 

 
Good Afternoon: 
 
The justices in the European Court of Human Rights have consistently lied to you. They say their 

job is to dispense justice, but in reality, the court has been dispensing with injustice. And I’ll tell you 
why. It’s not ready. They’re unwilling to accept that you—an American—can be a refugee. But you 
can change this now. Right now, you can send a tweet to the European Court of Human Rights and 
let them know that we’re paying attention. We see their inaction. We see their failure to hold your 
government responsible for its unlawful acts. We are paying attention. 

 
You’ve voluntarily submitted to a fingerprint check. Handed over your passports. You’ve done 

your part. But your cooperation, honesty, and nationality have betrayed you. These have become a 
barrier between you and the protection you seek. Hundreds of thousands of you can’t get protection, 
even though you desperately need it. The immigration authorities, the domestic tribunals, and the 
international human rights courts have stereotyped you. They’ve betrayed you. Their stereotypes 
have made it easy to harm you; have endangered you further. 

The European Court of Human Rights has shirked its responsibility, and now, it has failed to 
intervene. It has neglected one of its essential responsibilities and that is to intervene when human 
life is in jeopardy. If Elie Wiesel were presiding over X. and Others v. Sweden, he’d say: 

“Sometimes we must interfere. When human lives are endangered, when human 
dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities become irrelevant. 
Whenever men or women are persecuted because of their race or political views, 
that place must - at that moment - become the center of the universe.” 

In the next few months, L’équipe d’Alexandrie will file an appeal. Our request for relief is simple: 
follow the 1951 Refugee Convention. If an applicant meets the definition of a Convention refugee, 
the applicant should be recognized as a refugee. The cost of this is: western countries will now be 
exposed. That is a high price to pay. Be that it may, international covenants, and treaties, and 
precedents will pay for it. To argue there isn’t enough protection to go around, well, nothing could 
be as morally bankrupt as that. 

The court’s dismissal of an applicant’s claim based on their nationality is no different than the 
men who created the No Irish, No Blacks, No Dogs bulletin and the Jim Crow water fountain. Some 
would find this charge to be quite controversial. Human rights lawyers and non-profit organizations 
would distance themselves from this statement. Not us. If John Stuart Mill were alive today, he’d 
likely back our statement as it was, he who said: 

“A person may cause evil to others not only by his actions but by his inaction, and 
in either case he is justly accountable to them for the injury.” 

It’s fair to assume that Mill would have agreed with us—that the Court’s failure to act in these 
cases does more harm than good. In Tyrer v. the United Kingdom, the Court clarified that the 
European Convention is a living instrument and that it should be interpreted in consideration of 
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present-day conditions. If the Court stands by its ruling in Tyrer, our clients remain safe. If it departs 
from Tyrer, our clients will likely be deported where they will be racially profiled, beaten and shot 
by law enforcement officers. They will become a hashtag. A statistic. Simply another face at the top 
of a pile of deadly force cases that we know all too often, district attorneys refuse to prosecute. The 
Court will eventually show its hand. If it examines this case from the eyes of the oppressor and find 
deportation would not violate the Convention, it has once again, stacked the deck against the victim. 
Your tweets will remind the Court that everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing.  

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This speech was inspired by Frank Underwood’s America Works speech from 
S3E2 of House of Cards and Annalise Keating’s speech to the press from S6E12 
of How to Get Away with Murder. 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  

 
V I C T O R Y :  E C T H R  R U L E S  I N  F A V O R  O F  L ’ É Q U I P E  

D ’ A L E X A N D R I E  
 

December 05, 2022  
 

Category: Celebration and Awards Ceremony 
 

Title: ECTHR Rules in Favor of L’équipe d’Alexandrie: Deportation of 
American National Would Violate Article 3 

 
Event 
Organization: 

 
L’équipe d’Alexandrie | Refugee Council Sweden | Amnesty International 

 

SITUATION: L’équipe d’Alexandrie is celebrating a human rights victory! In September 2020, 
L’équipe d’Alexandrie filed a complaint with the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) on 
behalf of four African-American political activists who sought asylum in Sweden. The Swedish 
Migration Courts affirmed the impugned decision of the Swedish Migration Board and ordered that 
the activists be deported to the United States. After their rejection, the activists fled to France and 
launched another asylum application. On Wednesday, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) 
ruled in favor of the activists in the landmark case, X. and Others v. Sweden. 
 

A. Who is L’équipe d’Alexandrie? 
 
L’équipe d’Alexandrie is a boutique human rights firm specializing in international refugee 
law, founded by human rights specialist, Jeanne Dupond, a former asylum-seeker. The firm 
particularly serves hundreds of asylum-seekers whose claims are disregarded because they 
come from a ‘safe country.’ L’équipe d’Alexandrie’s mission has always been to improve the 
lives of asylum-seekers from democratic nations by giving them a voice, protecting their 
human rights in the appellate courts, and ensuring they are not expelled to a state where their 
fundamental rights would be breached.  
 

B. What is this case about? 
 
The activists launched an asylum claim against the United States on the basis of their race 
and political opinion. Police violence is a leading cause of death for African-Americans in 
the United States. Over the course of their lifetime, about 1 in every 1,000 Black men can 
expect to be killed by police. The risk of being killed by police peaks between the ages of 20-
35 years for men and women and for all racial and ethnic groups. Research further shows 
Black women and men are significantly more likely than white women and men to be killed 
by police. In June 2020, Amnesty International USA released a report documenting 
widespread and egregious human rights violations by police officers against protesters, 
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medics, journalists and legal observers who gathered to protest the unlawful killings of Black 
people by the police, and to call for systemic reform. 

 
INSIGHTS & ANALYSIS: Research included focus groups, client interviews, strategy meetings, 
and planning sessions with stakeholders, activists, and plaintiffs to help L’équipe d’Alexandrie 
determine how best to approach promoting the event given the confidentiality involved in the case. 
Media searches indicated that the formulation of the celebration was widely covered well beyond 
Paris and included a cross-section of network, local broadcast, national, print and online stories.  
 
In April 2021, the Anti-Defamation League donated €30,000 to expand L’équipe d’Alexandrie’s 
section on racial discrimination, which further fueled positive publicity. Based on these factors, 
L’équipe d’Alexandrie targeted blogs, podcasts, network broadcast media, and journalists who 
covered stories with a local broadcast affiliate and integrated in social media influencers. 
 
PLANNING:  
 
Objectives:  

(1) Acknowledge the stakeholders for their diligent work; 
(2) Honor X. with the For the Seeker award; 
(3) Continue to reduce deportations of SCNs whose lives are at risk of persecution and 

torture. 
 
Target Audiences:  

(1) Any person who seeks to protect human rights in Paris and throughout France;  
(2) Individuals and organizations interested in how deportation impacts SCNs; and 
(3) Advocates, consultants and rights activists throughout Paris. 

 
Strategies:  

(1) Send a clear message to immigration tribunals about the need to comply with the 
1951 Convention and human rights law by challenging flagrant breaches; 

(2) Tackle the systemic barriers SCNs continue to face through legal challenges to 
widespread failures to comply with directives, treaties, and caselaw; 

(3) Defend the rights of SCNs and stateless persons who experience serious breaches of 
their fundamental rights. 

 
Tactics:  

(1) Blitz national, local and social media platforms that have a proclivity in human 
rights, political refugees, and the welfare of victims of torture. 

(2) Extend national reach beyond Parisian media through creation of original video 
content telling X.’s story.  

(3) Mobilize consultants and lawyers through e-alerts, Advocats Barreau Paris, and 
social media support.  

(4) Inspire media and prominent human rights activists to tweet about the event on 
Twitter and to post on Facebook. 

(5) Secure on-site media interviews throughout the week with X. and other plaintiffs. 
(6) Create a PSA on police brutality, deadly use of force, and government 

accountability. 
(7) Keep the story alive by exposing the human rights violations of SCNs post event. 
(8) High concentrated outreach at the beginning of the event to amplify recognition in 

the media. 
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EXECUTION:  
Media coverage snowballed throughout the week. Refugees, human rights activists, allies and 
advocates signed L’équipe d’Alexandrie’s petition to the Netherlands government, and the ECtHR, 
demanding that it reframe form deporting the SCN plaintiffs. The major challenge was managing to 
win over some of the conservative justices. 
 
EVALUATION:  
 
Pre-event: 
 

(1) Issued ten (10) media e-blasts; conducted aggressive follow-up; 
(2) Notified human rights advocates, NGOs, and activists about the event; 
(3) Collaborated with Amnesty International and Refugee Council Sweden’s social team 

to blitz their followers. 
 
On-site: 
 

(1) Facilitated interviews between Jeanne Dupond and top-tier media; 
(2) Peace Entertainment production attended the event and created a B-Roll package on-

site and blitzed local and national media interested in the story. 
 
Post-Event: 
 

(1) Conducted aggressive media follow up reporting the success of X. and Others v. 
Sweden case. 

 
L’équipe d’Alexandrie exceeded their goal by 300%, raking in €400,000.00 in donations over a 
period of six months. 
 
Media coverage came in multiple waves and continued well beyond the donation period to include 
triumphant stories reporting about L’équipe d’Alexandrie’s success at the ECtHR, generating 
hundreds of earned impressions, including network placements, vlog stories, broadcast coverage on 
university campuses, and robust social media amplification. The following is a summary of results: 
 
Total Earned Impressions 682,192  
 

• 40+ Television and Radio Placements, 26+ Print and Online Placements; 
• Social media coverage across Twitter and Facebook including retweets and likes from 

human rights activist, founder and coordinator of UDIK in Bosnia and Herzegovin, Edvin 
Kanka Ćudić, and activist and executive director of NAACP, Benjamin Chavis, as well 
as Charlie Dark, who helped the plaintiffs by raising their story in his TEDx Talk and 
tweeting about it on Twitter. 
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